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method of electing the President, a Member
delivered a personal attack accusing the prince
of designs upon the imperial title. With dignity
and force Louis Napoleon parried this thrust by
announcing his candidature for the Presidency
* of the Republic.

During the ensuing days it became increasingly
apparent {hat the only serious candidatures were
those of Louis Napoleon and General Cavaignac.
There was little doubt that the prince would head
the poll, but to secure election he must obtain a
majority over all the votes of the other candidates
put together, otherwise the choice of President
would be referred to the Assembly, with whom
Cavaignac was as popular as the prince was
disliked. The elections were held on the loth
and nth of December. For diverse reasons all
the anti-republican forces, some of the socialists,
and the bulk of the communists rallied to Louis
Napoleon. The result was announced on the
20th. The figures astounded even the prince's
most fervent admirers. No less than 5,434,226
votes had been cast for the citizen Louis Napoleon
Bonaparte. Cavaignac received only 1,448,107 ;
Ledru-Rollin 370,119; Raspail 36,920; whilst
the poet Lamartine, once the idol of the people,
polled a pitiful 17,910. The late results, which
trickled in afterwards from outlying areas, in-
creased the prince's majority still further.